AIDS and FDA drug-approval policy: an evolving controversy.
AIDS treatment policy has become controversial in recent years as the Gay AIDS Movement has challenged FDA drug-testing and approval policies. Based on the Social Movements Model (Frierson, 1985) this movement has reached the stage of establishing a compelling trend of public pressure and is moving toward the stage of the enactment of policy change. Gays have demanded a number of changes in clinical trials and other FDA rules such as the creation of community-based trials, changes in the clinical protocols, and the increased availability of experimental drugs. The FDA has made a number of changes in response but many of the most controversial demands of the Gay community and their medical allies remain open to debate. The implications and conclusions for the possible outcomes of this controversy are considered.